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The Background and the Concept of “Gakushiryoku
(Graduate Capabilities)” and Its Implication for
First-Year Experience

Tatsuo KAWASHINMA
Kobe University

This paper examines the background and the concept of “Gakushiryoku” or ‘“Graduate
Capabilities” that specified the learning outcomes expected to be acquired by all Japanese graduates,
which is proposed and consulted by the Central Council for Education. ~After doing so, this paper
also compares the content of “Gakushiryoku” with “A Framework for Qualification of European
Higher Education Area” in Bologna Process and “Liberal Learning Outcomes” proposed by AAC&U
in the USA, and concludes that the learning outcomes in “Gakushiryoku” are literally compatible and
comparable to them. Then the critical role of FYE in the process of developing “Gakushiryoku”
through undergraduate program is extensively discussed. In fact many existing FYE programs at over
500 universities and colleges in Japan are functioning to enrich some learning outcomes of
“Gakushiryoku”. However, we have some challenges such as how to embed systemically learning
outcomes in the undergraduate curriculum from the first year through senior year. Without the
effort to embed the learning outcomes of “Gakushiryoku” in the four-year program systemically,
“Gakushiryoku” would not be achieved.
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