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First-Year Experience in National College of Technology
— The Case of Yuge National College of Maritime Technology—

Hajime MOCHIZUKI' + Shunichi HAMANAKA?
Yuge National College of Maritime Technology

Recently, some of the first-year students of Yuge National College of Maritime Technology seem
not to have enough study experience from their junior high-school years. Therefore, more emphasis
has been placed on “First-Year Experience” in order to support a smooth transition from secondary
education to higher education. This paper reports the following two projects for first-year experience
in Yuge National College of Maritime Technology: (1) An “Active Learning” Project Fostering a
Cosmopolitan QOutlook in our First-Year Students with our Teachers” Support and Cooperation —
Report on International Exchange with American High School Students— We received 36 American
high school students escorted by 5 teachers from Bear Creek High School, Colorado, U.S.A. at our
college between the 16th and 17th of June, 2008. We carried out the following three activities: (a)
Japanese students taught basic Japanese greetings to American students in a small group, (b) Japanese
students taught daily conversation to American students in a small group, and vice versa. (¢) Japanese
students taught Japanese calligraphy and origami to American students and completed pieces of art
work by cooperating with each other. (2) A “Group Study” Project for the Purpose of Cultivating our
First-Year Students’ Creativity— 36 first-year students that belong to the Information Science and
Technology Department were divided into nine small groups so that all the students could set themes
such as “The environmental problems about the Yuge Island” from their own interests and solve
problems actively. According to the post questionnaire answered by our college’s first-year students,
both projects made a positive impression on the students.
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You want to go to Onomichi tomorrow. Ask your Japanese friend Ken to take you there in Japanese.
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